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Canfield, Robert 



The QR proposed rejection of Claim 25 in view of Pacoine '163 fails because if one is to 
consider the supporting substrate element 20 and the thin flexible sheet element 23 as proposed 
there is absolutely no teaching or suggestion of sheet 23 being detachablv attached to 
"substrate" 20 as required in claim 25. There is absolutely no teaching of the lugs 16 (or 26 in 
Figure 2) detachably attaching the sheet 23 to substrate 20. The spec only states that the lugs 
anchor the film 23. It is clear from figure 2 that the shape of the lugs 26 would not allow them to 
be detachably attached and there is no teachings, suggestions or reasons one would make what is 
basically the skin 23 of the panel detachable from the core 20. 

As to claims 72 and 73 the rejection proposed by QR considers the hook and loop fastening 
system between sheets 73 and floor 72 to meet the limitation of "attached at, at most, a limited 
number of discrete points". QR states that it must be noted that this limitation is purely 
functional. I fail to see how the limitation is purely function. It clearly recites that the sheets are 
attached to the floor at a limited number of discrete points. Limited number may be broad but it 
is not functional. Anyway, the spec teaches elements 14 of figure 1 to be the discrete points and 
states that only a few discrete points be used. The dictionary defines discrete as separate and 
distinct, not attached, unrelated. I wouldn't consider the points of contacts of the hooks and 
loops of the hook and loop attachment fastener (col. 7, line 27-30) to be separate and distinct, 
not attached, unrelated. Typically the hooks and/or loops are each connected to a common base 
or carrier sheet or web. this would make then not separate and distinct, attached and related. 
Further nothing in the Pacoima reference states that the hook and loop fastening system between 
floor 72 and sheet 73 is only at a limited number of "points". It appears to be continuous. Even 
if one wishes to consider that the hook and loop attachment fastener of col. 7, line 27-30 does 
meet attaching at discrete points (which I do not agree with) it certainly doesn't teach or suggest 
at most a limited or few "points". One can only gain from the reference that the hook and loop 
attachment fastener (col. 7, line 27-30) is applied over the entire floor surface. 
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